Using Tables to Organize Contrasts
Lists are good when you want to talk about one thing. However, when you want to compare two things that are different, your best bet is to use a table. 

	Trait
	Last Band
	Current Band

	Genre
	Jazz quartet
	Rock band

	Length of gigs
	2-3 hours a show
	20-45 minutes a show

	Instrumentation
	Sax, upright bass, electric guitar, drums; sax is central to the band. Not amplified, and not too loud. 
	Electric guitar, electric bass, drums, saxophone, and singing; sax is “extra.” Everything is amplified and LOUD.

	Venues of Performance
	Jazz clubs, jazz festivals
	Rock bars, outdoor rock festivals

	Type of songs
	Ballads, swing standards, free jazz
	Rock songs

	Typical club
	Older (conservative-looking) people, a little cigarette smoke, expensive drinks; not many girls
	Young people, cheap beer, lots of cigarette smoke; many girls 

	Problems
	Equipment, rehearsal times (because everyone was in three or four bands), rehearsal space.
	Personal tensions; rehearsal times (everyone is busy); travel times; differences in musical taste; pressures of label and recording.


You can use a chart like this to organize two detailed lists. Then you can use this information to write paragraphs in several ways. Here is one way:

I haven’t played in rock bands all my life. In fact, the band I’m playing with now is the first rock band I’ve ever joined. My last band was a jazz quartet. Playing saxophone in a jazz group is very different from playing saxophone in a rock group. 


There are differences in the music itself. Jazz groups are usually acoustic, using upright basses and pianos and when they use guitars, they are not highly amplified. On the other hand, rock bands use as many electric instruments as possible, and are usually amplified to be very loud. This is harder for a saxophone, which is an acoustic instrument and must use microphones. 
Jazz bands usually play a number of standard songs, swing tunes and ballads which everybody knows, as well as free jazz songs which you can play without preparing anything ahead of time. The rock band I’m in now, on the other hand, plays almost all original songs, which means learning each new song and practicing them over a period of time. Rock requires much more preparation and rehearsal, and much less individual practice.
We also play in very different places these days…

I’m sure you see the point. This list is a pretty long and pretty detailed list, and probably would be enough to fill three pages of a journal or more. 

It’s useful to remember we’re working on CONTRASTS, meaning differences. There is room to discuss similarities, but for now let’s not worry about those. 
Now, I want you to use a simpler list. Here are a couple of examples to choose from:

	Trait
	Ex-boyfriend/girlfriend
	Current boyfriend/girlfriend

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Trait
	High School 
	University

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Then I want you to write your comparisons in two ways:

1st Journal Entry: point by point comparison: one paragraph for each trait

2nd Journal Entry: one paragraph for each subject of contrast
You should do this twice over the next week, and free write for the remaining journal entry next Monday.

