
8 Aug u s t ,  1935 .   

A st r a n g e  d a y  i n  Shan gha i .  As I  w a lk  the  s t r e et s ,  c a n n ot  

e s c a p e  the  s e n s e  o f  b e i n g  f o l l o w ed ,  w atched .  Not i n  th e  

ma n n e r  a l l  f o r e i g n e r s  a r e ,  m i n d ;  r a the r ,  b ec a u s e  s om e o n e  o r  

s om eth i n g  kn ow s  what w e ' r e  ab o u t ,  a nd  ho p e s  t o  s t o p  u s  

u n c o v e r i n g  the  t r u th .  Or u nc o v e r i n g  I T ,  p e rh a p s .  

  

Woke e a r l y  t o  f i n d  B . T .  a nd  Q .F .  e a g e r  t o  g et  t o  

w o rk ,  y o u n g  M i s s  S .B .  & and A .L .  a l s o  champ i n g  at  the  

b i t .  (Why d o  Ame r i c a n s  th i nk i t ' s  chomp i n g  at  the  b i t?  

Sou nd b l o od y  s t u p i d  whe n  the y  m u f f  i t . )  

 Th o  w a s  e a g e r  t o  g o  t o  p o l i c e  s t at i o n ,  B . T .  c o n v i n c ed  

u s  t o  g o  t o  PENSION MONT IGNY f i r s t .  De s p i t e  Fro g  

n am e ,  i n  I n t e r n at i o n a l  Con f e s s  Conc e s s i o n .  M i s t r e s s  o f  the  

ho u s e  a  Fro g  s t ew ed  i n  Ame r i c a n  b utt e r  & then  p i ck l e d  i n  

wh i sk e y  ( y e s  a  d r u nk ,  o n  & on ab o u t  ' s l e e p i n g  o f f  a  t o ot , '  

b i t  r ott e n  b ut  s u i t e d  t o  he r  s q u a l i d  d em e s n e .   

BT c o n v i n c ed  he r  t o  l e t  u s  i n t o  the  r o om ,  b ut  f o u nd  

n oth i n g  w i th i n  ( d e s p i t e  e v i d e n t  s t e nch ) .  Got s am p l e  o f  s p ot  

o n  f l o o r  that s t a nk w o r s t .  Nutme g .  Chem i c a l s .  'Chr i s tm a s  

& c l e a n i n g  s u p p l i e s '  a s  s om e o n e  p u t  i t .  Ba f f l i n g .  Sh i f t y  

Ame r i c a n  Fro g  -  n am e  Je n n y  S imo n e  -  m e nt i o n ed  i n  p a s s i n g  

s om e o n e  i n v o l v e d  i n  the  c a s e ,  b u t  r e f u s e d  t o  s a y  m o r e  t i l  I  

s q u e e z ed  i t  o u t  o f  h e r .  A l s o  g ot  n am e  o f  d et ect i v e  p r e s i d i n g  

o v e r  Fr .  E ' s  c a s e ,  o n e  D . I .  V a s s e rm a n .   



T u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  S ikh f e l l o w  ac r o s s  h a l l ,  n am e  

Da r v i s h  S i n gh .  P i s s y ,  a rm ed ,  r e f u s e d  t o  l e t  u s  i n  t i l l  B T 

p u sh ed  h i m  i n  a nd  s t e p p ed  th r u  i n t o  r o om .  We a l l  f o l l o w ed ,  

a nd  l o ok ed ab o ut .  S i n gh a rm ed ,  tho u ght I  m i ght ha v e  t o  

d i s a rm  h i m  b ut  BT t a lk ed  h i m  d ow n .  T a l k ed  o f  kn ow i n g  Fr .  

E . ,  o f  chat s  ab o u t  r e l i g i o n .  What the  b l o od y  he l l  a  S ikh 

wo u l d  h a v e  t o  s a y  t o  a  Catho l i c  P r i e s t  ab o u t  s u ch matt e r s ,  

Chr i s t  o n l y  kn ow s ,  b u t  s a i d  Fr .  E came  t o  the d o o r  n i g ht 

o f  d e ath ,  t r o u b l e d .  Some b l o od y  c u r i o u s  q u e s t i o n  ab o u t  

s p i r i t u a l  n o n s e n s e ,  p ow e r  t o  k i l l  a t  a  tho u ght ,  b ut  a  p ow e r  

that d ema nd i n g  t o  b e  u s e d? C l a i m s  d i d n ' t  s e e  b od y .  Cag e y .  

(Mor e  o f  S i n gh l a t e r . )   

P r oc e ed ed  o n  t o  Mun i c i p a l  P o l i c e  Stat i o n ,  t o  t a lk  t o  

V a s s e rm a n .  H e l l  o f  a  f i n e  cha p ,  Good Br i t i s h  p o l i c e  o f f c r .  

b y  the  l o ok o f  h i m ,  b u t  f l u mmo x ed  by  the  c a s e .  P l a y ed  the  

k i n d l y  u n c l e  p o l i c em a n ,  e nc o u r a g i n g  a nd  o f f e r i n g  t o  he l p  s o l v e  

i t  f o r  i m ,  a nd  the  l a d  b o u ght i n t o  i t  w i th a l l  h e  h ad .  D id  

s e em q u i t e  a l a rm ed  by  the e v i d e n c e  a l l .  Su r e l y  kn ew  Fr .  E 

- o f f i c e  w a s  f u ck i n g  f e s t o o n ed  w i th b l o od y  f u ck i n g  Catho l i c  

r u bb i s h ,  s t om ach-t u r n i n g  s i g ht .  Ga v e  u s  c a s e  f i l e s ,  a nd  BT 

-  o r  w a s  i t  QF? - c o n v i n c ed  h i m  t o  r e l e a s e  the  b ody  t o  u s  

a f t e r  c a s e  c l o s e d .  No g u n s ,  h ow e v e r .  B l o od y  i m p ed i m e nt ,  b ut  

n ot  the  l a d ' s  f a u l t .  H a nd s  t i e d ,  a nd  I  kn ow  t o o  w e l l  h ow  

b l o od y  ha rd  b u r e a u c r a t s  o n  c o l o n i a l  p o l i c e  whe n  i t  c om e s  t o  

a n y  f o rm  o f  ad v a nc em e nt .   

Ga v e  u s  a  l o ok at  the b ody  b e f o r e  w e  d e p a r t ed .  

B l o od y  f r i g ht f u l .  T h o u ght l i t t l e  M i s s  B .  m i ght f a i n t ,  b u t  



s h e  h e l d  s t r o n g .  H ad a  f u n n y  l o ok i n  h e r  e y e  a s  sh e  s a w  i t ,  

tho ' .  Body w i th e r ed ,  sh r u nke n ,  f a c e  c o nt o rt ed  w i th s c r e am .  

L ik e  a  m u rd e r ed  ma n ,  b ut  m u rd e r ed  by  whom? (Or WHAT? )  

Unn at u r a l .  Lace r at i o n s  ab o u t  t o r s o  ( s t r a n g e  c o n f i g . )  a nd  

t i n y  p u n ct u r e s  o n  c a r ot i d .  Rem i n d ed  me  o f  b l o od y  v .  b at s  

f e e d i n g  o n  c ow s  u p  a r o u nd  Zomba P l a t e a u .  V e rm i n  s om ehow 

s am e  e v e r y whe r e .  Set B . T .  o f f  o n  s om e  l i t t l e  r amb l e  ab o u t  a  

d amn ed  p a p e r  b y  Arm i t a g e  h i m s e l f ,  s om e  b u s i n e s s  ab o u t  sky  

v amp i r e s  o r  s om eth i n g  o f  th at n at u r e .  Be l a  Lug o s i  i n  

Shan gha i ?  Need a  g u n .  Gun s ,  p l u r a l .  MANY g u n s .       

A l l  th i s  t i m e  A .B .  w a s  o f f  a t  h i s  Men ' s  C l u b ,  THE 

SHANGHAI CLUB. As s um ed  he  w a s  o f f  am i d  mo r e  o f  h i s  

k i n d  (h a i r y  f a e r i e s ,  a s  Bob u s ed  t o  p u t  i t ,  o r  at  l e a s t  

that ' s  m y  i d l e  s u s p i c i o n ) ,  m a r v e l i n g  at  the  l o n g e s t  b a r  i n  

the  w o r l d  a nd  at  p r e tt y  Ch i n e s e  l a d s  t e nd i n g  i t ,  b u t  t u r n s  

o u t  h e  w a s  i n  f a ct  b u s y  w i th u s e f u l  w o rk a f t e r  a l l . . .  c am e  

b ack ha v i n g  m et s om e  r u r a l  M i n n e s o t a n  b i g w i g  i n  the  State   

Dept .  ( ) ,  f u l l  t o  b u r s t i n g  w i th l u r i d  t a l e s .  As s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  

i n  B l ack Lot u s  c am e  u p  a g a i n .  T h i s  t i m e ,  sh o ot e r  w a s  d a rk ,  

t u r b a n ed .  Su r e l y  c a n n ot  b e  c o i n c i d e nc e? We sh a l l  h a v e  t o  

l o ok mo r e  c l o s e l y  at  o u r  n ew  f r i e n d  Mr .  S i n gh .   

Spe ak i n g  o f  n e w  Fr i e n d s ,  Wa s s i l y  w a s  t a i l i n g  u s .  H ad 

h i m  i n t o  a  r e s t a u r a n t  f o r  l u n ch ,  a nd  r ec r u i t ed  h i m  i n t o  o u r  

s e r v i c e  a s  a  p a i d  c o nt act ,  tho u gh I  s t i l l  d o n ' t  t r u s t  h i m  

t e r r i b l y  m uch .  H e  c l a i m s  ANOTHER mu rd e r  h a p p e n ed  th i s  

m o r n i n g ,  Fatty Chan g ,  b od y  d e s i c c at ed  l i k e  Fr .  E ' s .   



Cle a r l y  s om e o n e  h a s  the  a r t e f a ct FR. E .  w r ot e  

ab o ut ,  o r  e l s e  p e rh a p s  Be l a  Lug o s i  f e l t  a  h a nke r i n g  f o r  

d ump l i n g s  d i p t  i n  Ch i n e s e  b l o od? Su s p ect S i n gh ha s  the  

m i r r o r .  H e  i s  h i d i n g  s om eth i n g ,  b u t  how m uch mo r e?  

Sent Wa s s i l y  o n  h i s  w a y  h a p p y .  B l o od y  Ru s s i a n  th u g .  

' P o et '  m y  a r s e .   

Rema i n i n g  l i n e s  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g  t o  l o ok i n t o :  

 

*  Mu st  t a i l  S i n gh .  Su s p ect he  a s s a s s i n a t ed  Fatty  Chan g .  

(Why i s  e v e r y o n e  n am ed a f t e r  b l o od y  b ody  p a r t s?  I s  i t  

f a v o r e d  amo n g  Ch i n am e n? )  

 

*  Y e l l o w  Mou nt a i n  Ca v e s  at  Wut s i n g ( ? )?  

 

*  Th e  who r e  at  the  ho s p i t a l ,  s u r e l y  o n  the  m e nd by  n ow .  

Be f o r e  sh e  r e c o v e r s  a nd  d i s a p p e a r s ,  m u s t  q u e s t i o n  h e r .  

 

*  B l ack Lot u s  C l u b ,  B i g  Ea r s :  p l a c e  t o  g et  g u n s?  

P e rh a p s .  P r e f e r  e l s e wh e r e ,  a nd  the n  g o  t o  BL Cl ub a rm ed .  

(H e a v i l y . )  MUST g et  a rm ed s o o n .   

 

*  4 F i n g e r s   -  s am e  c a u s e  o f  d e ath a s  Fr .  E ,  j u s t  th i s  

m o r n i n g ,  a nd  d e s i c c at ed  a l r e ad y? Murd e r ed  i n  I n t ' l  

D i s t r i c t ,  i f  I  r e c a l l  c o r r e ct l y?  We g o  h u nt i n g  Be l a  Lug o s i  

t o n i g ht ,  p e rh a p s?  But what ' s  th e  t i e  t o  B i g  Ea r s?   

 



*  S i n gh s e em s  l i n ch- p i n .  Be st  t a i l  h i m .  Esp ec i a l l y  wh e n  

n i ght f a l l s .   

 

*  Dy i n g  f o r  a  p r o p e r  b ott l e  o f  Scotch .   

 

And i t ' s  b a r e l y  a f t e r n o o n ,  n o w & st r a n g e  f e e l i n g  i n  the  

s t r e et s  o f  th i s  c i t y  p e r s i s t s .  Ugh .  Wo u l d  r a the r  b e  b ack i n  

Arkham ,  i n  M i l l i e ' s  a rm s ,  th a n  a n yth i n g  e l s e .  Sho u l d  p o s t  

h e r  a  l e tt e r  s o o n ,  l e t  h e r  kn ow  w e ' v e  a r r i v e d  s a f e .  And g et  

he r  s om eth i n g  n i c e  b e f o r e  w e  l e a v e .  Ca r v ed  Ch i n e s e  b o x ,  

p e rh a p s ,  o r  s om e  othe r  e x ot i c  th i n g  that c atche s  e y e .   


