
8 Aug u s t ,  1935 ( c o nt ' d )  

A f r u i t f u l  d a y ,  a l b e i t  o n e  that ' s  n ot  y et  q u i t e  o v e r .   

A ft e r  o u r  l u n ch w i th Wa s s i l y ,  s om e  d i s c u s s i o n  r e :  what t o  

d o  n e xt .  T h o u gh I  f a v o r e d  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a nd  f o l l o w  S i n gh 

a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  Su s i e  c o n v i n c ed  m e  the  Ho s p i t a l  sh o u l d  

b e  v i s i t e d  s o o n .  B * * * * * *  a nd  F * * * *  h i r e d  a  c a r  a nd  d r o v e  o u t  

t o  the Ye l l o w  Mtn s .  t o  l o ok i n t o  Fr .  E ' s  c l a i m s  ab o u t  

what ha p p e n ed  the r e .  (No w o rd  s i n c e  the y  l e f t ,  b ut  d u e  

b ack l a t e r  t od a y  o r  t omo r r o w . )  

T a l k ed  w /Fr .  H * * * * * * ,  wh o  f i n a l l y  l e t  s l i p  h i s  ( s t r o n g  

s u s p i c i o n )  that Fr .  E * * * * * ’ s  d e ath w a s  s u i c i d e ,  a nd  w o u l d  

n ot  b r o ok a n y  s u g g e s t i o n  that s u i c i d e  i n  the  s e r v i c e  o f  

a v e r t i n g  f u r th e r  s u p e r n at u r a l  d e ath s  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  a s  a  

n ob l e  a ct .  B l o od y  Catho l i c s  th i nk the y  kn ow  b l o od y  

e v e r y th i n g .   

Spoke a l s o  w i th the who r e .  L i tt l e  r o u gh r o u nd  ed g e s ,  a nd  

n o  a p p e a l  t o  m e .  A We st e r n e r ,  b u t  p i m p  a  Ch i n e s e ,  a nd  the  

o n e  who  s l a s h ed  he r .  Swo r e  o f f  w o rk i n g  f o r  the  Gre e n  

Gang  e v e r  a g a i n ,  a nd  o f  a  w a r  b etw e e n  the  g a n g s  a nd  the  

Red s  o n  the  ho r i z o n .  I s  S i n gh w o rk i n g  f o r  the  Red s? A 

S ikh Comm i e?  Mor e  i n  h e a v ' n  a nd  e a r th tha n  i m a g i n e d  by  

the l i k e s  o f  m e ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  b u t . . .  

I n  a n y  c a s e ,  s e em s  l i k e  a  g o od  t i m e  t o  b e  a n ywhe r e  s a v e  

Shan gha i .  



Bus i n e s s  a t  the  ho s p i t a l  c o nc l u d ed ,  a  l o n g  a nd  c omp l i c a t ed  

d i s c u s s i o n  e n s u r e d ,  whe r e i n  Su s i e  a tt empt ed t o  c o n v i n c e  u s  

that w e  o u ght t o  b e  l o ok i n g  a n ywhe r e  b ut  f o r  S i n gh .  T h e  

m i n d s  o f  w om e n  a r e  p e r p l e x i n g ,  a nd  I  w o r r i e d  sh e  m i ght g et  

i n  the  w a y ,  b ut  I  c o u l d  t e l l  Mr .  B* * * *  w o u l d  ob j e ct  i f  I  

s u g g e s t ed  sh e  s t a y  at  the hot e l  wh e r e  i t ' s  s a f e  f o r  h e r .   

F i n a l l y ,  I  c o n v i n c ed  the  othe r s  t o  f o l l o w  my  p l a n . . .  n am e l y  

t o  f i n d  a nd  sh ad ow  S i n gh .  Of c o u r s e ,  h e  w a s  n o whe r e  t o  

b e  f o u nd ,  the  l i g ht o f f  i n  h i s  w i n d ow at  the  P e n s i o n  M . 

Went i n  a n yw a y ,  b ut  s om e o n e  amo n g  u s  w a s  t o o  n o i s y ,  a nd  

the Fre nch d r u nka rd  r u n n i n g  the  P e n s i o n  h e a rd  u s  a nd ,  

b e i n g  Fre nch ,  w e nt  s t r a i g ht i n t o  a  b l o od y  ha r a n g u e  ab o u t  

how S i n gh had checked o u t  a nd  i t  w a s  OUR b l o od y  f a u l t .  

She ,  e v i d e nt l y ,  h ad b e e n  o n  a  TOOT . . .  o r ,  i s  i t  ' i n '  a  

t o ot? 'Ben e ath '  a  t o ot? Damn the Ya nke e  s l a n g ,  sh e  

s t a nk o f  h e r  l i q u o r ,  i n  a n y  c a s e .   

I  t u r n ed  o n  my  cha rm ,  b y  wh i ch I  m e a n  I  s c a r ed  h e r  s t i f f ,  

a nd  sh e  adm i t t ed  t o  kn ow i n g  m o r e  ab o u t  S i n gh tha n  

p r e v i o u s l y  adm i tt ed :  that he  w a s  t i e d  u p  w i th the  

u nd e r w o r l d  w i th s om e  c ockey ed  g a n g s t e r  n am ed  ' 'W r o n g  

Eye ' '  who  a p p a r e nt l y  l u mb e r s  ab o u t  Shan gha i  i n  the  s umme r  

i n  a  l o n g ,  f u r -t r i mm ed c o at .  (Mad ba s t a rd ,  b y  the s o u nd  o f  

i t . )  Wh i l s t  I  k e pt the  he r  b u s y ,  Su s i e  c r e pt  i n t o  the  

w oma n ' s  o f f i c e  a nd  w e nt  th r o u gh the  r e c o rd s ,  c o n f i r m i n g  the  

c l a i m  that S i n gh had l e f t  w i th o u t  p a y i n g  h i s  b i l l s .  



T h at  d o n e ,  w e  r e t u r n ed  t o  the  hot e l ,  r e ad y  t o  r e t i r e  f o r  

the  n i ght ,  b ut  r a n  i n t o  Wa s s i l y  o n  the  w a y .  Asked a f t e r  

S i n gh ,  whom he t o l d  u s  h ad b e e n  s e e n  i n  the  Fre nch 

Conc e s s i o n ,  i n  the  c omp a n y  o f  s om e o n e  m atch i n g  the  d e s c .  

o f  Wro n g  Eye .  Went ,  a nd  f o u nd  S i n gh ' s  d e s i c c at ed  c o r p s e  

i n  the  a rm s  o f  a n  o l d  Ch i n e s e  b e g g a r  w om a n  who ' d  

a p p a r e nt l y  c l a i m ed  h i m  a nd  p l a n n ed  t o  u s e  h i m  a s  a  p r o p  i n  

h e r  b e g g i n g .  T h o u gh c o u l d  n ot  r et r i e v e  b od y ,  n ot  e v e n  f o r  

m o n e y ,  d i d  s p e ak o f  h ow  he  w a s  f o u nd ,  a nd  how a  m a n  i n  a  

f u r - t r i mm ed c l o ak w a s  l e a v i n g  the  s c e n e .   

Ran i n t o  Wa s s i l y  o nc e  mo r e ,  a nd  t o l d  h i m  w e  w a nt ed  t o  f i n d  

Rou nd  Eye .  Con s i d e r e d  s e a r ch i n g  f o r  h i m  at  the  B l ack 

Lot u s ,  b ut  he  t o l d  u s  Wro n g  Eye f r e q u e nt s  a  Ru s s i a n  

e s t ab l i s hm e nt ,  th e  V o l g a  T e a r o om ,  d u r i n g  the  d a y .   

Ret i r e d  t o  o u r  r o om s  f o r  the  n i g ht ,  s t i l l  u n e a s y  b ut  at  

l e a s t  w i th a  l e a d  t o  f o l l o w  u p  o n  t omo r r o w .   

9  Aug u s t ,  '35 

 

Woke a nd  s e t  ab o ut  d i s g u i s i n g  o u r s e l v e s ,  w i th  my  a i d  a nd  

e x p e r t i s e :  Ms .  B .  a s  a  Ch i n e s e  l a d y ,  Bre e n  a s  a n  e l d e r l y  

g e nt ,  a nd  my s e l f  a s  a  f e d o r a -w e a r i n g  Y a nk b u s i n e s sm a n .  

(Looked l i k e  s om e o n e  o u t  o f  a  f o o l  H o l l y w o od  t a lk i e ,  I  d i d . )  

 

W i th that ,  l e d  by  Wa s s i l y  t o  V o l g a  T e a r o om ,  whe r e  w e  s a t  

& wa i t ed .  A f e w  othe r s  w i th i n ,  b u t  the mo s t  n ot i c e ab l e  



w a s  a  g e nt  at  the  c e nt e r  o f  the  r o om ,  whom Bre e n  

wh i s p e r e d  t o  u s  l o ok ed v e r y  m uch l i k e  o n e  o f  h i s  l a n g u a g e  

t e ache r s . . .  a  J a p a n e s e .  T h e n  i n  c om e s  Wro n g  Eye ,  p l o nk s  

h i m s e l f  d ow n  b e s i d e  h i m ,  a nd  they  s i t  i n  s i l e n c e ,  l i k e  a n  o l d  

c o u p l e .  Stay ed that w a y  f o r  a  b i t ,  b e f o r e  m u rm u r i n g  t o  o n e  

a n othe r ,  a nd  the n  f i n a l l y  s om eth i n g  cha n g ed  ha nd s :  a  sm a l l  

p a cket ,  w r a p p ed  i n  r e d  s i l k .  THE MIRROR, tho u ght I ,  

a nd  tha nk Chr i s t ,  c o r r e ct l y  s o .   

 

Soon  a f t e r ,  th e  p a i r  t o ok the i r  l e a v e  o f  the  p l a c e  a nd  w e  

f o l l o w ed  at  a  d i s c r e e t  d i s t a nc e .  S* * * *  s e em ed  t o  he s i t a t e ,  

a s  i f  p e rh a p s  s om e o n e  o u ght t o  f o l l o w  Wro n g  Eye ,  b u t  I  h ad 

my s i g ht s  s e t  o n  the Jap a n e s e .  I  t a i l e d  h i m  c l o s e l y ,  w i th 

B* * * *  a nd  S* * * *  a  b i t  b eh i n d  me .  B * * * *  s om ehow g ot  l o s t  

a l o n g  the  w a y  b ut  the  l a s s  k e pt  u p  w e l l ,  th a nk Chr i s t ,  f o r  

sh e  w a s  the  o n e  who p u l l e d  the  th i n g  o f f .   

 

As f o r  m e ,  I  n ot i c ed  what l o ok ed l i k e  the  Jap a n e s e  

emba s s y  u p  ah e ad ,  a nd  s o  r a n  a s  q u i ck l y  a s  I  c o u l d  t o  r u n  

i n t o  the  f e l l o w  b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  f i n d  r e f u g e .  H e  p a n i ck ed ,  

p u l l i n g  a  g u n  o n  m e  a nd  b ack i n g  m e  i n t o  a n  a l l e y ,  a l l  

q u e s t i o n s  & th r e at s  a s  I  t r i e d  t o  b l u s t e r  a nd  c o n v i n c e  h i m  

I  w a s  m e r e l y  a  b umb l i n g  Y a nk .  No g o od :  h e  i n s i s t ed  o n  

i n t e r r o g at i n g  m e ,  g u n  i n  my  f a c e .  But wh i l s t  h e  w a s  b u s y  

w i th that ,  l i t t l e  S* * * *  c r e pt  u p  b eh i n d  u s  a nd  f i l ch ed  the  

r ed- s i l k -w r a p p ed  p acket f r om h i s  p ocket ,  w i th h i m  

c omp l e t e l y  u n a w a r e s  u n t i l  sh e  w a s  o u t  o f  r e a ch .  T h e n  sh e  



d i s t r a ct ed  h i m ,  a nd  I  t u s s l e d  w i th h i m ,  p u tt i n g  a l l  m y  w i t s  

a nd  s t r e n gth i n t o  d i s a rm i n g  the  b a s t a r d  a nd  hamme r i n g  h i m  

o v e r  h i s  h e ad  w i th the ha nd l e ,  l e a v i n g  h i m  l a i d  o u t  i n  the  

a l l e y w a y  a s  the  l a s s  a nd  I  f l e d  i n t o  the  c r o wd ed ,  n o i s y  

s t r e et s .   

 

Fo u nd  Bre e n  i n  the  s t r e et  whe r e  w e ' d   l e f t  h i m ,  p r o u d l y  

c l i n g i n g  t o  s om e  g o od  a l l i g r a phy  p a p e r  h e ' d  b o u ght wh i l e  w e  

w e r e  r i sk i n g  o u r  n eck s  & r et r i e v i n g  the  d amn ed  ob j e ct  o f  

o u r  h u nt .   

 

Un s ett l i n g  b l o od y  th i n g  i t  i s ,  t o o :  o l d  m i r r o r ,  b u t  n ot  

f a sh i o n ed  f r om g l a s s ,  b y  the  l o ok s  o f  i t ,  a nd  s e t  i n  a  f r am e  

o f  j a d e  c a r v ed  w i th what B* * * *  s a y s  i s  a n c i e n t  Ch i n e s e  

w r i t i n g ,  i n  cha r a ct e r s  h e  s a y s  h e ' s  n e v e r  s e e n  b e f o r e .   

 

Fee l  a s  i f  w e  w e r e  l u cky ,  d amn ed  l u cky .  But a l s o  f e e l  

c e r t a i n  wh at ha p p e n ed  w a s  s e e n ,  p r ob ab l y  b y  mo r e  tha n  o n e  

o n l o ok e r .  Con s i d e r i n g  s e nd i n g  Wa s s i l y  a  m e s s a g e  m i s g u i d i n g  u s ,  

a nd  am t empt ed t o  h i r e  s om e  p e o p l e  ( h ot e l  s t a f f ? )  & d r e s s  

them o u r  c l o th e s ,  s e nd  them o f f  a s  a  d ec o y .  We n e ed  QF 

and BT b ack w i th that c a r ,  a nd  j u s t  g et  o u t .  T h i nk i n g  

p e rh a p s  b o at  o u t  o f  N i n g p o  c o u l d  w o rk ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  w e  

m i s d i r e ct  othe r s  t o  s e ek u s  i n  Nan j i n g  o r  e l s e wh e r e .   

 

We ' r e  n ot  o u t  o f  Shan gha i  y e t ,  a nd  I  f e a r  the  m i r r o r  i t s e l f  

m a y  n ot  b e  the a g e nt  o f  the  d e s i c c at i o n s . . .  wh at i f  s om e  



da rk thnk f o l l o w s  i t  a r o u nd ,  o r  i s  a tt r act ed t o  i t?  What 

i f . . .  Chr i s t ,  I  d a r e  n ot  th i nk i t .  We m u s t  l e a v e  th i s  p l a c e ,  

a nd  t r u s t  t o  Arm i t a g e  a nd  h i s  f e l l o w s  t o  kn ow what t o  d o  

w i th the  e v i l  th i n g .   

 

I  f i n d  my s e l f ,  n o w  mo r e  tha n  e v e r ,  l o n g i n g  f o r  t o  b e  i n  

M i l l i e ' s  a rm s ,  h u n g r y  f o r  h e r  m o u th .   

 

IDEAS FOR MISDIRECT ION: 

 

*  Note  t o  Wa s s i l y ,  a sk i n g  b e s t  r o u t e  t o  Nan j i n g? (Whe r e  w e  

AREN' T  g o i n g ! )  

*  Ca l l  V a s s e rm a n  ( p o l i c e  d et ect i v e )  a nd  t e l l  h i m  w e ' r e  o f f  t o  

f o l l o w  a  l e a d  i n  T s i n g t a o ,  s om eth i n g  i n v o l v i n g  Ge rm a n s  a nd  

ROC sp i e s ?  

*  H i r e  a  q u i n t et  o f  n ob od i e s  t o  d r e s s  i n  o u r  c l o th e s  a nd  g o  

i n  a  c a r  t o  s om e p l a c e  w e ' r e  n ot  g o i n g?  

*  Ar r a n g e  d e l i v e r y  o f  a  p acka g e  ( s om e  t r i nk et  f r om  Bre e n ' s  

c o u nt l e s s  th i n g s ,  p e rh a p s  h i s  h a nd-m i r r o r  o r  s om e  s u ch )  t o  

the Shan gha i  Mun i c i p a l  P o l i c e ,  w r a p p ed  i n  r ed  s i l k  a nd  

add r e s s e d  t o  Wa s s e rm a n? Add a  n ot e  ad v i s e i n g  Wa s s e rm a n  

n ot  t o u ch ,  a s  i t  i s  a  d a n g e r o u s  a r t e f a ct? Su r e l y  s om e o n e  

the r e  i s  c o r r u p t  e n o u gh t o  r e p o r t  i t  a nd  p a s s  i t  o n .  Co u l d  

b u y  t i m e .   

*  When  QF and BT r et u r n ,  w e  m u s t  p e rh a p s  s i m p l y  g et  i n  

the i r  c a r  a nd  d r i v e  l i k e  h e l l  o u t  o f  the  c i t y .   



*  Or p e rh a p s  w e  d i s g u i s e  a nd  l a w  l o w  i n  th e  c i t y . . .  b u t  

that s e em s  r i s k i e r  tha n  a n y  othe r  r o u t e ,  a nd  p r e f e r  n ot  t o  

t r y  i t .   


