
12 Aug u s t ,  1935  

Th r e e  d a y s  o u t  o f  Shan gha i ,  a nd  ha l f w a y  b ack to  US, my 

d amn ed  w o u nd  tha nk Chr i s t  n ot  i n f e ct ed .  F i n a l l y  f e e l  u p  t o  

u pd at i n g  r e :  the  c i r c um st a nc e s  o f  o u r  e s c a p e  f r om the  c i t y  

o n  the  e v e n i n g  o f  th e  9th a nd  the  mo r n i n g  o f  th e  10th .   

Aft e r  r e t u r n i n g  b ack to  hot e l  r o om e v e n i n g  o f  9th ,  u n e a s y ,  

a n  a i r  o f  p a r a n o i a  p e rm e at i n g  the  r o om .  T o ok the dy n am i t e  

I ' d  b o u ght f r om  a  m i n i n g  s u p p l i e s  sh o p  w e ' d  p a s s e d  e a r l i e r  i n  

the  d a y ,  r i g g ed  ha l f  t o  a  t r i p w i r e  b y  hot e l  r o om d o o r  ( s e t  

t o  b l a s t  o u tw a rd ) ,  a nd  the  othe r  h a l f  t o  a n othe r  t r i p w i r e  

s t r u n g  b e n e ath the w i n d ow ( a l s o  s e t  t o  b l a s t  i n t r u d e r s ) .  

H i d  r e a l  m i r r o r  i n  S* * * * * ' s  p u r s e ,  a nd  p l a c ed  f ak e  ( w r a p p ed  i n  

r ed  s a sh )  i n  the  r o om s a f e .  T * * * * *  a nd  B* * * * * *  l e f t ,  a g r e e i n g  

t o  r e nd e z v o u s  at  the d ock s  i n  the  mo r n i n g  wh i l s t  w e  

h a sh ed  o u t  the d et a i l s  o f  v a r i o u s  c omp l e x  d ec e pt i o n s  w e  

n e v e r  h ad  t i m e  t o  i m p l em e nt .  T h e n  w r ot e  acc o u nt  p r e v i o u s ,  

r e a ch i n g  the  e nd  o f  l a s t  e nt r y  j u s t  b e f o r e  the  mo st  c u r i o u s  

th i n g  occ u r r e d .   

Co u l d  i t  b e  r e a l ?  I f  i m a g i n a r y ,  why  d o  the  othe r s  r em embe r  

i t  s o  s i m i l a r l y ?  Gro u p  m ad n e s s?  Arm i t a g e  w i l l  g i v e  u s  a  

r e a s o n ,  I ' m  s u r e .  Arm i t a g e  a l w a y s  h a s  s om e  e x p l a n at i o n .  Oh 

M* * * * * ,  why  a r e  y o u  s o  f a r  a w a y? 

I n  a n y  c a s e ,  m y s t e r i o u s  w i n g ed  f i g u r e  i n  o u r  r o om ,  b l a ckn e s s ,  

i m p o s s i b l e .  Spoke IN TO OUR HEADS. Chr i s t ,  

r em embe r i n g  i t  s i ck e n s  m e .  H a g  v o i c e ,  c l a i m ed  t o  ow n  m i r r o r ,  



a nd  " p et s "  n e ed i n g  f e ed i n g .  T h i n g  HAD the m i r r o r ,  f e tched 

s t r a i g ht o u t  o f  S* * * * ’ s  p u r s e .  Wa r n ed  u s ,  " Y o u  h a v e  tw o  

m i n u t e s . . . "  a nd  whe n  l o ok ed o u t  w i n d ow ,  s a w  b l a ck f i g u r e s  

a p p r o a ch i n g ,  k i l l i n g  g u a r d .  T h e  ha g  d i s a p p e a r ed ,  d em a nd i n g  w e  

f e ed  he r  p et a nd  t e l l i n g  u s  w e  h ad l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  s a v e  

o u r s e l v e s ,  a s  i n t r u d e r s  w e r e  a p p r o a ch i n g .  Fo rt u n at e l y  F * * * *  

h ad  p r e s e n c e  o f  m i n d  t o  s e i z e  i t  u p  a nd  p l a c e  i n  p ocket ,  a s  

I ' d  a s  l i k e  a s  n ot  h a v e  l e f t  i t  b eh i n d  a f t e r  that f o u l  

d i s p l a y .  Fo r  my  p a r t ,  I  o p e n ed  the  s a f e ,  i n  the  ho p e s  that 

tho s e  c om i n g  m i ght f i n d  the d ec o y  m i r r o r  a nd  b e  l e d  o f f  -

t r ack .  

Moment s  l a t e r :  d y n am i t e  o n  d o o r  b l e w ,  k i l l i n g  tw o  o f  the  

th r e e  a s s a s s i n s  s e n t  f o r  u s .  J a p a n e s e ,  i n  c u r i o u s  b l a ck 

p r o w l e r  c o s t um e s .  One s u r v i v e d  b l a s t ,  a nd  p u r s u e d  u s  t o  the  

w i n d ow  a nd  f i r e  e s c a p e .  F * * * *  a nd  S* * * * *  f l e d  d ow n ,  wh i l e  I  

d i d  my  b e s t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  h i m ,  o r  at  l e a s t  s l o w  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  

them .  T h r e e  sh ot s ,  tw o  o f  wh i ch s t r u ck ,  s e nd i n g  h i m  

t umb l i n g  d ow n  t o  the s t r e et  b e l o w . . .  b u t  n ot  b e f o r e  

r e c e i v i n g  a  b r u t a l  w o u nd  i n  my  s i d e  f r om  h i s  s w o r d .   

Y e s ,  SWORD wo u nd .  Came at  me  w i th a  Ja p a n e s e  b l a d e ,  

s c r e am i n g  b a rb a r i t i e s  a nd  a l l .  What i s  th i s ,  th e  Wa r  o f  the  

Chr i s t - f u cked Ro s e s?  B l o od y  m a n i a c s ,  th e  Jap a n e s e  a r e ,  

b u t  a l m o s t  adm i r a b l e  f o r  i t .  Ra r e l y  h a v e  I  h ad  a s  m uch 

c a u s e  t o  f e a r  f o r  my  l i f e  s o  s e r i o u s l y  a s  I  d i d  i n  that f i g ht .  

P e rh a p s  a f t e r  a l l  i t  w a s  a  f o r t u n at e  th i n g  t o  h a v e  h ad 

them o n  o u r  s i d e  i n  the  w a r ,  a t  a n y  r a t e .  I  d i d  n ot  f e e l  



s o r r y  t o  b l a s t  h i m  w i th the p i s t o l  I ' d  p i ck ed u p  the  d a y  

b e f o r e ,  s e nd i n g  h i m  t o p p l i n g  o v e r  the  r a i l i n g  t o  the  a l l e y  

b e l o w .  H ad  a  m i n d  t o  g r ab  h i s  s w o r d  a s  a  t r o phy  -  w e l l ,  & 

a b ack u p  w e a p o n  -  b ut  i t ' d  t umb l e d  t o o  f a r  a nd  w e  w e r e  i n  

a  h u r r y .  

Moment s  l a t e r ,  w e  f l e d  i n  the  c a r  T * * * * * * * *  a nd  F * * * *  h ad  

h i r e d  f o r  the  d a y  b e f o r e .  Dro v e  a l l  n i g ht ,  the n  he ad ed  f o r  

the  d ock s  t o  b o a rd  a  sh i p  -  ANY sh i p  -  b o u nd  f o r  h ome .  

Ran i n t o  Wa s s i l y  j u s t  b e f o r e  b o a rd i n g ,  b e g g i n g  f o r  a  b r i b e  

i n  o r d e r  t o  p a s s  o n  n o n s e n s e  t o  h i s ,  e r ,  o the r  emp l o y e r s ,  

i n s t e ad  o f  " r a tt i n g  u s  o u t "  t o  them ,  a s  the  Ya nk s  l i k e  t o  

p u t  i t .  I  h ad  n o  i n t e r e s t  i n  t a lk i n g  t o  the  che eky b a s t a r d ,  

b ut  s u s p e ct f r om th i n g s  sh e ' s  m umb l e d  ab o u t  s i n c e  that 

y o u n g  S* * * *  p a s s e d  h i m  a  b r i b e .  I ' d  a s  s o o n  h a v e  f e d  h i m  t o  

what e v e r  m o n s t e r  i s  a tt ached t o  the  m i r r o r ,  t o  b e  f r a nk ,  

b ut  the n  a g a i n ,  I ' d  m uch r athe r  n ot  g et  t o o  i n t i m at e  w i th 

the ho r r i d  th i n g  at  a l l .    

I t ' s  th r e e  d a y s  s i n c e ,  a nd  w e ' r e  n o w  ha l f w a y  b ack ac r o s s  

the  P ac i f i c .  Ord i n a r i l y ,  I ' d  b e  c omp l a i n i n g  o f  h ow  the sh i p  

w o n ' t  b e  s t o p p i n g  i n  H aw a i ' i  t o  s e e  what Cook ma r v e l e d  at  

a l l  th o s e  y e a r s  a g o ,  b ut  n ot  t o n i g ht . . .  n o t  w i th that 

d amn ed  th i n g  s t i l l  i n  o u r  m i d s t .   

I ' v e  m a i n l y  c o nc e nt r at ed  o n  the  sh i p ’ s  s u p p l y  o f  Scotch ( a s  

m uch a s  my  w o u nd  w i l l  t o l e r a t e ,  wh i ch i s  s a d l y  t o o  l i t t l e  t o  

o f f e r  m u ch c om f o r t  t o  my  m i n d ) ,  & f i n d  I  am i n c r e a s i n g l y  



wo r r i e d  ab o u t  F * * * * * .  Bee n  act i n g  odd ,  p r a tt l i n g  o n  ab o u t  

" s c i e n t i f i c  m ethod " ,  a nd  j u s t  t o n i g ht ,  t u r n ed  u p  at  the  

sh i p ' s  s o -c a l l e d  " s a l o o n "  v i s i b l y  sh ake n ,  tho u gh he  p u t  u p  a  

b r a v e  f a c e  a nd  t a lk ed  o f  " s c i e n t i f i c  m ethod " .  S* * * *  t r i e d  t o  

g et  h i m  t o  s p e ak u p .  She ' s  a  f u n n y  l a s s ,  th i nk s  t a lk i n g  

ab o u t  e v e r y th i n g  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  Doe s n ' t  u nd e r s t a nd  that 

s om et i m e s  a  m a n  m u s t  s i m p l y  g r i t  h i s  t e eth a nd d i g  the  

b u l l e t  o u t  o n  h i s  o w n .   

But c a n  F * * * *  d i g  o u t  th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  b u l l e t? Su s p ect he ' s  

b e e n  m edd l i n g  w i th the  d amn ed  m i r r o r ,  wh at w i th the  

s t r a n g e  w o u nd s  a nd  ma rk i n g s  o n  h i s  h a nd s ,  a nd  the l o ok i n  

h i s  e y e . . .  b u t  am l o a the  t o  i n v o l v e  my s e l f  i n  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  

a n y  th i n g  that I  c a n n ot  b e  s u r e  t o  sh o ot  d e ad .  I  g i v e  h i m  

Scotch ,  h e  d r i nk s  i t ,  b u t  S* * * *  p u sh e s  a nd  p u sh e s  o n .  I  

sh o u l d n ' t  b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  F * * * * *  i s  d r i v e n  m ad n ot  by  the 

m i r r o r ,  b u t  by  he r  a n x i o u s  m i n i s t r a t i o n s .   

May w e  d e l i v e r  the  w i ck ed th i n g  i n t o  the  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

Arm i t a g e ,  a nd  b e  f r e e  o f  h e  b l a ck c l o u d  i t  h a s  b r o u ght 

i n t o  o u r  l i v e s .  Fo r  whe n  I  l i e  a l o n e  i n  my  b ed ,  th i nk i n g  o f  

M* * * * * ,  I  f e e l  s om eth i n g ,  a  s e n s a t i o n  n ot  my  ow n .   

I t ' s  HUNGER, Chr i s t  s a v e  u s ,  a nd  I  kn ow  the f e e l i n g  i s  

g i v e n  o f f  b y  that d amn ed  m i r r o r .  I ' m  o f  h a l f  a  m i n d  t o  t o s s  

i t  o v e r  the  s i d e  a nd  b e  d o n e  w i th i t . . .  e x c e pt  Chr i s t  kn ow s  

what ho r r o r s  i t  w o u l d  w ake  d ow n  o n  the  s e ab ed .  Bette r  t o  



p u t  i t  i n t o  Arm i t a g e ' s  k e e p i n g ,  tho u gh I ' m  l o a th t o  adm i t  

i t .  

T h r e e  m o r e  d a y s  u n t i l  w e  r e a ch Ame r i c a .  T h r e e  m e a s l y  m o r e  

d a y s .  One o r  tw o  mo r e ,  p e rh a p s ,  b e f o r e  w e ' r e  b ack i n  

Arkham a nd  c a n  h a nd  the b l a s t ed  th i n g  o v e r  t o  Arm i t a g e ,  

a nd  I  c a n  ho l d  M* * * * *  i n  m y  a rm s  a g a i n .   

But the  f e e l i n g  o f  h u n g e r  that ha n g s  i n  the  a i r  m ake s  m e  

s u s p e ct i t ' s  n ot  g o i n g  t o  b e  that b l o od y  s i m p l e  i n  the  

e nd . . .   


